
Washington Update 
May 24, 2018 
Urgent Call For Action 
  
1.     A senior Senate staff member today reported that time is now to get the full Senate 
to vote on Senate Resolution 168 a resolution introduced by Senator Benjamin Cardin 
(D-MD) A resolution supporting respect for human rights and encouraging inclusive 
governance in Ethiopia  The resolution has ONLY 29 cosponsors. The Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee reported the resolution out of committee September of last year 
meaning it could be considered by the full Senate at any time. 
 
 

Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Sen. Rubio, Marco [R-FL]*  05/17/2017 

Sen. Tillis, Thom [R-NC]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL]*  05/17/2017 

Sen. Cornyn, John [R-TX]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI]*  05/17/2017 

Sen. Coons, Christopher A. [D-DE]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Gardner, Cory [R-CO]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Booker, Cory A. [D-NJ]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Franken, Al [D-MN]* 05/17/2017 

Sen. Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD]*  05/17/2017 

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]* 05/17/2017 

https://www.congress.gov/member/marco-rubio/R000595
https://www.congress.gov/member/thomas-tillis/T000476
https://www.congress.gov/member/ron-wyden/W000779
https://www.congress.gov/member/richard-durbin/D000563
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-cornyn/C001056
https://www.congress.gov/member/deborah-stabenow/S000770
https://www.congress.gov/member/christopher-coons/C001088
https://www.congress.gov/member/cory-gardner/G000562
https://www.congress.gov/member/cory-booker/B001288
https://www.congress.gov/member/sherrod-brown/B000944
https://www.congress.gov/member/al-franken/F000457
https://www.congress.gov/member/chris-van-hollen/V000128
https://www.congress.gov/member/jeff-merkley/M001176


Cosponsor Date Cosponsored 

Sen. Warner, Mark R. [D-VA]*  05/17/2017 

Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] 05/25/2017 

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA]  06/05/2017 

Sen. Duckworth, Tammy [D-IL]  06/28/2017 

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA]  06/29/2017 

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] 06/29/2017 

Sen. Klobuchar, Amy [D-MN]  09/12/2017 

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT]  10/18/2017 

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO] 11/15/2017 

Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] 02/06/2018 

Sen. Heller, Dean [R-NV] 02/26/2018 

Sen. Graham, Lindsey [R-SC] 02/27/2018 

Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] 04/11/2018 

Sen. Scott, Tim [R-SC] 04/18/2018 

Sen. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA]  04/23/2018 

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL]  05/16/2018 

 
Party 

• Check all 
• Democratic[21] 
• Republican[8] 

https://www.congress.gov/member/mark-warner/W000805
https://www.congress.gov/member/maria-cantwell/C000127
https://www.congress.gov/member/patty-murray/M001111
https://www.congress.gov/member/tammy-duckworth/D000622
https://www.congress.gov/member/dianne-feinstein/F000062
https://www.congress.gov/member/bob-casey/C001070
https://www.congress.gov/member/amy-klobuchar/K000367
https://www.congress.gov/member/patrick-leahy/L000174
https://www.congress.gov/member/michael-bennet/B001267
https://www.congress.gov/member/john-thune/T000250
https://www.congress.gov/member/dean-heller/H001041
https://www.congress.gov/member/lindsey-graham/G000359
https://www.congress.gov/member/robert-menendez/M000639
https://www.congress.gov/member/tim-scott/S001184
https://www.congress.gov/member/edward-markey/M000133
https://www.congress.gov/member/clarence-nelson/N000032
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22party%22%3A%22all%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22party%22%3A%22Democratic%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22party%22%3A%22Republican%22%7D


Cosponsors by U.S. State or Territory 
• Colorado[2] 
• Florida[2] 
• Illinois[2] 
• Minnesota[2] 
• New Jersey[2] 
• Oregon[2] 
• South Carolina[2] 
• Washington[2] 
• California[1] 
• Delaware[1] 
• Maryland[1] 
• Massachusetts[1] 
• Michigan[1] 
• Nevada[1] 
• North Carolina[1] 
• Ohio[1] 
• Pennsylvania[1] 
• South Dakota[1] 
• Texas[1] 
• Vermont[1] 
• Virginia[1] 
• Show less 

 
Senator James Inhofe (R-Oklahoma), a strong supporter of the Ethiopian regime, has 
blocked Senate consideration of the resolution in 2007. The only person who can break 
the logjam is Senator Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Kentucky). Everyone who 
cares about democracy, freedom, and human rights in Ethiopia should call McConnell's 
offices in Washington, (202) 224-2541, and Louisville, (502) 582-6304, twice a day 
between now and July 30. Express support for SR 168, say why the United States 
needs to support human rights and democracy in Ethiopia. 
  
It is also important to call Inhofe's office and respectfully ask that he lift the hold on SR 
168. Explain why the bill is important, that the Ethiopian regime is violating the human 
rights of Ethiopians, killing and imprisoning innocent people and suppressing 
democracy. Request meetings with him and his staff. His telephone number in 
Washington is (202) 224-4721. 
  
It is imperative that this legislation be passed in the Senate to send a message to the 
Ethiopian people and all of Africa that the people of the United states will not tolerate 
torture, human rights abuses, and imprisoning people without due process. 
  
2.    Now S.G.R. is pressuring Senators and Congressman/Women to withdraw their 
support for SR 168  
  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Colorado%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Florida%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Illinois%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Minnesota%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22New+Jersey%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Oregon%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22South+Carolina%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Washington%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22California%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Delaware%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Maryland%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Massachusetts%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Michigan%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Nevada%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22North+Carolina%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Ohio%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Pennsylvania%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22South+Dakota%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Texas%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Vermont%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors?q=%7B%22cosponsor-state%22%3A%22Virginia%22%7D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-resolution/168/cosponsors


The Ethiopian-American community should make sure its voice is heard. Call and write 
to co-sponsors of SR 168, to members of the Senate Intelligence and Foreign Affairs 
Committee urging them to support enactment of SR 168.  
  
To express your support for SR 168, 
visit https://phonecongress.com/topic/congress/bills/sres168-115/351691 to find your 
Senator’s contact information. Also, go 
to https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/sres168/details and click on the names of 
co-sponsors. 
 

3.      The National Intelligence Council recently released a report on Global Trends 

2030. This report highlights the opportunities and dangers in Ethiopia's future. On the 

one hand it states that Ethiopia, along with Egypt and Nigeria, "have the potential to 

approach or surpass South Africa in overall national power." It adds that "the key will be 

better governance to further economic growth and social and human development." The 

report also ranks Ethiopia as 14th among nations at highest risk of "state failure" by 

2030. Its scenario for 2030 predicts that unless urgent action is taken to improve 

governance -- which means transitioning to a real democracy that adheres to the rule of 

law and respects human rights -- Ethiopia could "fragment along sectarian, tribal, and 

ethnic lines" and become a safe haven for terrorists. 

https://phonecongress.com/topic/congress/bills/sres168-115/351691
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/sres168/details

